
Comparing Hong 
Kong and England
When writing this book, I thought it 
would be much more interesting for 
the students if they were provided with 
an opportunity to compare Hong Kong 
popular culture with English popular 
culture. For example, in Chapter Two, 
the two main characters compared a 
full English breakfast with dim sum. 
In Chapter Five, Bernie from England 
talked about Bonfire Night whilst 
Tim from Hong Kong suggested that 
Hong Kong’s New Year Fireworks were 
the best in the world. The students 
enjoyed learning about and comparing 
the two different cultures. In most 
cases, they were keen to express their 
own views and opinions, which led to 
lively discussions.
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Hello From Me, Too!This is the second ‘Hello From Me, Too’ 

newsletter being sent to English departments 

at all local secondary schools. We would like 

to share with other English teachers some of 

our experiences of implementing this English 

reading programme, which was developed 

with the generous support of the 
Standing Committee on Language 

Education and Research (SCOLAR).

Learning From Teachers Comments
How should we implement Teacher Introduction sessions in the future? From 19 responses, 84.2% prefer Zoom, 

15.8% prefer face-to-face presentations.

Comments

The reading is interesting, and the supporting materials are good.

The programme materials are well developed. It is also a very good experience for students to 

communicate with a native speaker. 

The programme is a good starter to help students understand the book. If a series of reading workshops 

can be held throughout the year, students who lack motivation to read on their own will benefit even more.

It is expected that there should be another reading programme of ‘Typhoon Club’ based on the local 

culture of Hong Kong.

We are expecting another SCOLAR reading programme based on the local culture.
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The development of any educational 

programme for students is filled 

with multiple challenges. There can 

be no ‘one suit fits all’ approach, 

especially when it comes to English 

language learning. 

We are very fortunate to have 

been able to develop five English 

programmes over the past six 

years with funding and support 

from the Standing Committee on 

Language Education and Research 

(SCOLAR). Following the conclusion 

of each programme, we have had 

the opportunity to reflect on how 

we can improve our materials and 

programmes the next time around. 

Assessment and evaluation are 

imperative.

The biggest challenge for us – 

and, we expect, for all content 

developers – is producing materials 

that can accommodate diversity 

in the classroom. I would like to 

share some of our conclusions 

taken from the ‘Hello From Me, 

Too’ programme delivered to ten 

schools over five weeks in Term 1 

of the 2020/21 school year. Form 

1 and Form 2 students were the 

target teaching group. 

Catering for Diversity

For this programme, 

we usually saw each 

class for two lessons. 

Regrettably, it’s not 

enough time to get 

to know the students 

well. It is very unusual 

to find any one class where the 

students are all of a similar ability. 

Furthermore, we have found that 

it is not unusual to find one or two 

students of exceptional ability in a 

class who, if not wisely managed, 

can dominate a lesson. It’s fun for 

them, but not for the other students, 

who can feel left behind. 

We have come to recognise the 

importance of communicating 

well with the local teachers before 

we arrive at the school. They can 

provide much information about 

each class, allowing our teachers 

to hit the ground running from day 

one. Although communication in 

advance can be time-consuming, it 

will always bring additional value 

to the lessons. The best time to 

do this could be at the teacher 

briefings, or over the phone a week 

or two before we visit the school. 

Often, such communication does 

not happen at all. I hope we can 

all be proactive in the future to 

encourage such dialogue. It will pay 

off and have dividends.

Enthusiasm, Care and 

Consideration

We always expect our teachers 

to be enthusiastic and passionate 

about their teaching in our 

lessons. This can bring so much 

more energy to the class and 

motivate the students to become 

enthusiastic and passionate as well. 

That said, over the years we have 

learnt it is not always appropriate 

to be a livewire at the front of the 

class – especially when working 

with students of lower ability or 

who lack confidence when it comes 

to participating in class. It needs 

to be remembered that a kind, 

quiet and gentle approach often 

works far better in this situation. 

Each class is different, and it takes 

a moment at the beginning of the 

lesson for a teacher to establish 

the most appropriate approach. 

Local Teacher Support

We found this year that local 

teachers were more proactive 

in the classroom during this 

programme. Having local support, 

even in such mundane areas as 

selecting a student to answer 

questions, can be of enormous 

help, building confidence not only 

with students but the teachers as 

well. With this programme, we were 

fortunate enough to deliver face-

to-face lessons at school. By the 

time we moved on to our primary 

school programme, ‘The Unfold 

Story’, it was necessary to deliver 

all the lessons via Zoom, where 

local teacher support was even 

more important. Promoting co-

teaching and more local teacher 

involvement in these programmes 

should be actively encouraged.

Activities

I would like to think that all the 

programmes we develop are filled 

with activities, interaction, and small 

group brainstorming opportunities. 

Sadly, this year, because of the 
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health protection measures for 

face-to-face teaching, we felt it 

was inappropriate to include any 

such classroom activities we had 

prepared long before any of us 

knew of the existence of COVID-19. 

We were looking forward to seeing 

how well students could toss their 

pancakes in the classroom and 

articulate ideas in small groups. 

However, all our original lessons and 

activities are detailed in the lesson 

plans included in the programme’s 

dedicated website, http://www.

hellofrommetoo.com.hk. These can 

be downloaded for future use when 

we finally return to normal.

So, what have we learnt? SCOLAR 

programmes offer schools a 

wonderful opportunity to introduce 

new and different educational 

activities to Hong Kong’s students 

of all levels and abilities. However, 

the success of the overall delivery 

depends very much on how 

schools and programme organisers 

liaise and communicate with one 

another before each programme 

commences. This is often quite 

difficult – especially in recent times. 

The school and organiser as a 

matter of course remain focused 

on the delivery of materials and the 

confirmation of teaching schedules. 

In the future, we hope that it 

may be possible to spend a little 

more preparation time in learning 

about each class and its students, 

their abilities, requirements, and 

expectations. By working together 

and collaborating in the classroom, 

we can all ensure maximum student 

benefit for our programmes. 

A total of 2,800 students participated in this programme.
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