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Name of Lesson: 11 - Family traditions 

 

OBJECTIVE: For students to discuss how family traditions can be developed over time 
and to create then analyse the different perspectives of traditions from different 
members of the family. 

 
 

PART ONE Listen to the section of the story where Bernie describes the traditions of 
bonfire night in his family. Once the students have listened to this, open a discussion 
about whether or not students would like to have their own bonfire night in Hong Kong. 
highlight that Bernie uses the word ‘tradition’. (See PPT slide 3). What does this mean? 
Can the students explain to you the different kinds of traditions they may have within 
their own family unit (this would extend well to Chinese New Year and birthdays). 

 

PART TWO Review the family in PPT Slide 5. This is a traditional English family, but they all 
want something out of bonfire night. Ask and discuss the following questions: 

1. Why does dad want to go to bonfire night in the park and not at home (more 
fireworks in the park, more opportunity to mix with other people, maybe more 
fun?) 

2. Debbie wants to bring a friend. Can you bring a friend to a ‘family tradition’? 
3. Mum thinks bonfire night is a terrible idea. Why do you think this? Should she 

participate? 
4. David wants to light fireworks. Is this a good idea? Is lighting fireworks the realm 

of the parents? 
 

 

PART THREE  In light of the conversation held in Part Two, look at the sentences in PPT 
Slide 6. Review each sentence. Who said it? How did they say it? Invite students to say 
each sentence as if it was within a drama. Invite students to review the sentences with a 
partner. Can they put some of the sentences together to create a drama whereby they 
are trying to create a new family tradition? Students should be given time to work 
together and then perform their drama for the rest of the class. 

 
 


