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Welcome! ‘Hello From Me’ and ‘Hello From Me, Too’ are 

two English reading programmes developed by Cyclone 

Publishing Ltd., with support from the Standing Committee 

on Language Education and Research (SCOLAR). ‘Hello From 

Me’ was developed for P4 to P6 students at 42 local primary 

schools in 2017 and 2018. Its sequel, ‘Hello From Me, Too’, 

was written for F1 and F2 students. This programme will 

be available for free from 12th October to 13th November 

2020. This newsletter aims to provide some background 

information about the programme, and we encourage 

secondary schools to apply to participate in the 2020/21 

school year. For enrolment details, please visit scolar.gov.hk.

Hello From Me, Too! Briefing Session
For Teachers

Two briefing sessions for 

the ‘Hello From Me, Too’ 

programme were held for 

teachers from participating 

schools. The author of the 

storybook, Mark Cowley, 

introduced the programme 

to the teachers and guided 

them through the story 

and online lessons that 

accompany it. Here are 

some of the comments from 

teachers:

• Interesting and inspiring.

• Thank you for your 

dedicated preparation 

and materials.

• Interesting materials!

• Interesting materials 

for Form 1 and Form 2 

students.

• The audio is clear and a 

great PowerPoint!

A Taste of
‘Hello From Me, Too’
It was only when Tim Tang was 
walking into his apartment that 
he remembered his English 
cousin, Bernie, was visiting. He 
was not going to be an easy 
guest to look after, for he had 
big demands. “I’m not interested 
in theme parks or shopping 
malls,” Bernie had said. “I want 
to discover Hong Kong, its 
culture and history.” Tim looked 
at himself in the mirror. What 
was he going to do?

English Breakfast 
vs Dim Sum

“Bernie, it’s five o’clock in the morning. Let’s eat dim sum later,” I said. Bernie 

ignored me and held out a plate directly under my nose. On it was a sandwich 

stuffed with bacon, sausage and mushrooms. On the top lay a fried egg.

The Hong Kong 
Haiku

“Let’s write a Haiku together. I’ll write one about England, Bernie. You do one 

on Hong Kong.” We both began tapping into our mobile phones and counting 

syllables on our hands.

The Tap Mun Tour 
Guide

I kept my introduction short and to the point. “Pirates and smugglers lived here. 

Not anymore. Tin Hau Temple, 400 years old. Always windy. Drying fish and 

shrimps. Balanced Rock. Lots of wild cows. Cow pats. Don’t step into one!”

Hong Kong 
Fireworks vs 
Bonfire Night

Through mouthfuls of rice, pork and broccoli, Bernie explained what happens 

on Bonfire Night in England.  The English eat Bonfire Toffee as they watch the 

fireworks. It’s so sticky it can pull the fillings from your teeth.

Pineapple Buns We were in a queue outside Kam Fung Café. Bernie wanted to buy some 

pineapple buns to take back to England. “Don’t eat them all on the plane, 

Bernie,” I said. “Share them with your friends and tell them about Hong Kong.”
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From a former NET’s perspective, 

I was happy to be involved in 

this project to encourage junior 

secondary form students to enjoy 

reading English.  I firmly believe 

reading to be a fundamentally 

important life skill for further 

learning and pleasure.  ‘Hello 

From Me, Too’ is the sequel book 

to ‘Hello From Me’ and describes 

the ongoing adventures in the life 

of Tim Tang, a young boy, and his 

family living in Hong Kong.  The 

content is culturally relevant and 

comfortably familiar to Hong Kong 

readers of junior secondary age.  

The A4 size, 36-page books are 

immediately appealing, as they 

are richly illustrated throughout 

and as paperbacks easy to store 

in lockers or carry in backpacks.  

Chapters are kept short, therefore 

maximising students’ attention 

whether in class or at home.

I found that in just the first 

lesson I had where I introduced 

the book, the students’ attention 

was held by the material. I was 

encouraged by the number who 

indicated that they would read the 

book on their own in conjunction 

with the website.  

Despite the plethora of English 

language focussed websites 

available, there are relatively few 

that would appeal to young Hong 

Kong students and encourage them 

to read English.  ‘Hello From Me, 

Too’ targets this niche audience 

superbly; certainly feedback 

from students and teachers was 

extremely positive.

As my five weeks’ teaching 

progressed, I found the greatest 

strength of the material was 

how it can improve students’ 

understanding of spoken English.  

Specifically, the associated 

YouTube readings with subtitles 

are clear and delivered at a pace 

easy for students to follow (and of 

course as a YouTube video it can be 

paused or repeated as required).  

While reading the text in front of 

them, the spoken story demystifies 

many seemingly insurmountable 

problems students have when 

trying to read / speak English (e.g. 

non-phonetic spellings of words, 

the ‘schwa’ sound, consonant 

clusters and ‘ed’ word endings).  

Careful explanation and teaching 

of such items within the context of 

the book and further practice of 

such stumbling blocks would, I’m 

sure, yield noticeable improvement 

in students’ understanding and 

production of spoken English – in a 

very user-friendly way! 

As an experienced former 

NET, I would strongly recommend 

the programme as being ideal to 

encourage students to both enjoy 

reading English and improve their 

English listening and oral skills, and 

as an invaluable reading resource 

for English teachers.

‘Hello From 
Me, Too’
Former EDB NET teacher, Bruce Mackie, was 
engaged by Cyclone Publishing to introduce ‘Hello 
From Me, Too’ in five different Hong Kong secondary 
schools between October and November 2019.

From Me’ are. Teachers, not only 

in Hong Kong but all over the 

world, are facing the challenge 

of providing online teaching 

programmes for their students. 

This is no easy task. SCOLAR’s 

support of so many programmes 

has provided an opportunity where 

resources are freely available to 

teachers. It’s important we make 

sure that every teacher knows 

about this. 

From our perspective, 

participants of the ‘Hello From Me’ 

programmes each received a free 

copy of the storybook. The ‘Hello 

From Me, Too’ audiobook with 

subtitles is also freely available 

online for everyone, together with 

a number of lesson suggestions, 

worksheets and supporting videos. 

I hope this newfound time that 

has been thrust upon us may at 

least have offered an opportunity 

for our students to be exposed 

in some small way to the love of 

reading. Teachers and educators 

must always ensure their students 

understand that reading does not 

only have to be about studying. 

Reading, whether it be storybooks, 

magazines or even comics, will 

always help develop young minds 

whilst promoting a lifelong reading 

habit, a gift that lasts forever.

the stories would ignite our curiosity, 

building an imaginary pathway from 

the school gate to a world of books.

Today, it is very different. The 

requirements of the curriculum are 

often far too demanding to allocate 

precious time to a storybook. There 

are also many other demands for 

a young person’s attention. It’s 

not limited to homework and exam 

preparation. They have social 

media to attend to as well.

I was delighted when SCOLAR 

approved the ‘Hello From Me’ 

and ‘Hello From Me, Too’ English 

reading programmes. Not only 

did it offer me an opportunity to 

write two storybooks for Hong 

Kong students, it also created a 21st 

century platform where students 

could listen to a story being read – 

just as I used to all those years ago.

But it is not just that. Recent 

events have made me realise as 

a writer and educator just how 

important programmes like ‘Hello 

One of the highlights at my primary 

school was the last lesson every 

Friday. With no exception, students 

had to put away their textbooks, 

then sit back and listen as the class 

teacher read a carefully chosen 

story. For me, it was the perfect 

end of the week, not because this 

was the gateway to a weekend 

free from school. It was a lesson of 

pure magic where my overactive 

imagination could run riot.

I have little recollection of what 

those stories were – there were so 

many of them – but each reading 

session would usually end with a 

cliffhanger. Over the following days, 

students would try to predict what 

might happen. If the story was truly 

exceptional, we felt compelled to 

walk to the local library three miles 

away. We would find the book in 

question and read the next chapter. 

It felt naughty. It was a bit like 

cheating. But this was exactly what 

our teachers intended. They knew 

ReadingA Love Of
Mark Cowley is the author of ‘Hello From Me’ 
and ‘Hello From Me, Too’.
Please visit www.hellofrommetoo.com.hk


